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  Pedigree Explorer Version 6.0 User Guide 

 

Foreword 

Pedigree Explorer is a product of Wild Systems Pty Ltd ABN 85 065 845 927, incorporated in Australia. 

Technical support for Pedigree Explorer is available to registered users for one year from the date your 

original order for Pedigree Explorer, or upgrade, is dispatched to you.  

We are happy to provide technical support between 10:00am and 6:00pm, Monday to Friday and 10:00am 

to 4:00pm on Saturdays. However, we would ask that you please read your manual before calling us. As 

Wild Systems provides technical support free of charge to registered users we reserve the right to redefine 

that support at our own discretion, without prior notice. 

For technical support or sales inquiries please contact Wild Systems Pty Ltd by phone, mail or Internet  

e-mail: 

 

  Email: support@breedmate.com. 

  Web:  www.breedmate.com 

  Tel:  +61 2 9876 3926 

  Mail:  PO Box 2395, Carlingford Court, NSW, 2118,  AUSTRALIA 

 

 

Pedigree Explorer has been priced at a fraction of similar products so that it is affordable for 

all breeders. Do not provide copies of this software and or registration number to others and 

do not use this software if you are not a licensed user. 
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SOFTWARE LICENSE FOR PEDIGREE EXPLORER  

 

NOTE: This product is provided on the condition that you (the "Customer") agree to the terms of the agreement below.  Please read the 

agreement carefully and if you do not agree with it return the unopened package to Wild Systems Pty Ltd ABN 85 065 845 927 ("Licensor") for 

a refund of the price paid to Licensor, less a 15% handling and administrative charge.  OPENING THE PACKAGE SIGNIFIES YOUR 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGREEMENT BELOW. 

Licensor agrees to grant, and the Customer, by opening and using the computer software and associated data and documentation delivered 

with this Agreement (the "Software"), agrees to accept a personal, non-exclusive, license to use the Software (the "License") under the 

following terms and conditions: 

1. LICENSE  

Under this License the Customer is authorised to use the Software for the Customer's own private non-commercial purposes on any single 

computer system that contains no more than one (l) central processing unit ("CPU") that can access the Software.  A separate license is 

required for each additional CPU on which the Customer uses the Software and for each additional CPU that can access the Software in a 

network.  The Customer must not modify the Software or merge the Software with other software.  The Customer must not transfer the 

Software to another party. 

2. TERM  

This Agreement and License are effective from the date of receipt and shall remain in force until terminated.  The Customer may terminate 

this Agreement and License by destroying all complete and partial copies of the Software in its possession.  Licensor may terminate the 

License on written notice if the Customer fails to observe any of the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  In the event of such 

termination the Customer will certify in writing that, to the best of its knowledge, the original and all copies of the Software have been 

destroyed or returned to Licensor. 

3. PROTECTION AND SECURITY  

Notwithstanding any copyright notice, the Software contains trade secrets and confidential information of Licensor.  No title to or ownership 

of the Software, information or trade secrets, or of any rights therein, is transferred hereby.  The Customer agrees not to disclose or otherwise 

make available any part of the Software to any third party without the prior written permission of Licensor.  The Customer may make copies 

of the Software in machine-readable form for backup and archive purposes only, provided that the Customer has no more than three (3) full 

or partial copies in existence at any time and that the original copyright notices and/or other legends are reproduced on each copy.  The 

Customer agrees not to reverse compile or disassemble the Software in whole or in part. 

4. LIMITED WARRANTY  

Licensor warrants the diskette or other media containing the Software to be free from defects in materials and workmanship under normal 

use by the original purchaser for a period of thirty (30) days from the date of receipt.  Defective diskettes covered under this warranty will be 

replaced if returned to place of purchase.  EXCEPT AS STATED ABOVE FOR MEDIA, THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS" 

WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED OR STATUTORY. INCLUDING, WITHOUT 

LIMITATION, IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  SOME 

WARRANTIES MAY BE IMPLIED BY LAW AND THIS AGREEMENT MUST BE READ SUBJECT TO SUCH LAWS. 

5. LIMITATION OF REMEDIES  

The entire liability of Licensor, and the Customer's sole and exclusive remedy against Licensor, is limited to the replacement of any media 

not meeting Licensor's limited warranty or, at Licensor's option, a refund of the price paid to Licensor by the Customer for the License.  IN 

NO EVENT WILL LICENSOR BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES. INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, INCIDENTAL AND 

CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES AND DAMAGES FOR LOST DATA OR PROFITS ARISING OUT OF THE USE OF OR INABILITY 

TO USE THE SOFTWARE, EVEN IF LICENSOR HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES AND EVEN IF 

THE LICENSEE WAS NEGLIGENT.  LEGISLATION, SUCH AS THE TRADE PRACTICES ACT 1974, MAY NOT ALLOW THE 

EXCLUSION OR LIMITATION OF INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, SO THE ABOVE EXCLUSION MUST BE 

READ SUBJECT TO SUCH LEGISLATION. 

6. GENERAL  

This Agreement merges all prior written and oral communications regarding the Software and sets forth the entire agreement of the parties. 

This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of New South Wales, regardless of where any action may be brought. If any 

provision of this Agreement is ruled invalid under any law, it shall be deemed modified or omitted to the extent necessary and the remainder 

of this Agreement shall continue in full force and effect. 

Software piracy is theft. 

This User Manual is subject to copyright and must not be copied or reproduced for any reason or in any manner except as permitted by law 

or with the written consent of Wild Systems Pty Ltd. 

Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation and Excel and Word are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation.  Pedigree 

Explorer is a trademark of Wild Systems Pty Ltd. 
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1 Introduction  
This manual covers a family of related software products which we generically call ñPedigree 

Explorerò. This includes the following products: 

Pedigree Explorer this is the most advanced program in the series. Itôs designed for the hard 

core ñlinechaserò and more experienced computer user. It has all the features of BreedMate 

Pro plus it has the Ped Chart, Descendants Chart and Merge View. 

BreedMate Pro is an advanced kennel management system, designed for dogs and cats. It 

doesnôt have all the advanced features of Pedigree Explorer but is ideal for 90% of breeders. 

BreedMate Lite is the same as BreedMate Pro but with some advanced form editing features 

disabled. It does allow adding of watermarks, selecting what fields are shown in each 

generation of a pedigree, and even modifying text size and font. 

Hawkeye is designed specifically for horses. It is exactly the same program as BreedMate Pro 

except is comes with a database layout and forms designed for horses. 

HerdKeeper is designed for goats. It is exactly the same program as BreedMate Pro and 

comes with specific goat forms and database templates. This product can also be adapted by 

the user for use with cattle and sheep. 

Pedigree Explorer 6.0 is supplied as either download only or with an optional installation 

CDROM and user manual. You will also require your registration number (located on your 

invoice and also your email notification). We provide regular updates for the program and all its 

variants and these can be downloaded from our web site www.breedmate.com/support.htm.  To be 

informed of when new updates are released you should join our email list 

www.yahoogroups.com/breedmate . 

Note the updates or upgrades do not require you to have any previous versions already installed. Because of 

the constant availability of new updates it is not necessary to have the CDROM ï you can simply download 

the installation program and back it up to a CDROM (desirable if you want to reinstall if your computer 

crashes for any reason). 

The installation CDROM carries one file, only.  This file, InstallPedX60.exe (in the case of 

Pedigree Explorer), will automatically install Pedigree Explorer or the product variant youôve 

purchased. 

Pedigree Explorer 6.0 runs under Microsoft Windows 95/98/ME/NT4/Win2000/XP. The 

following system requirements are recommended: 

¶ Dual Pentium processor 2GHz 

¶ 1 GB RAM 

¶ 250 GB hard disk 

¶ CD drive 

¶ 19ò monitor with 1024x768 resolution 

graphics card 

¶ The Pedigree Explorer 6.0 program itself requires 5 MB of disk space and a typical 

database of 1500 records is about 180 KB in size.  A database has a nominal limit of 

512,000 records and a maximum of 32,000 bytes per record.  The practical limit on 

database size is limited usually by memory and processor speed. 

The user manual is in three parts (only the first is in the printed version): 

¶ User Guide - installation and system requirements, and an overview, with tutorials, of the 

most frequently used commands and functions. 

¶ User Reference - an annotated list of all commands and functions; information for 

upgrade users. 

¶ Designer - how to modify pre-designed databases and forms and design your own. 

http://www.breedmate.com/support.htm
http://www.yahoogroups.com/breedmate
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2 Installation 
To install the software simply perform the following steps in the order listed: 

¶ If you have a CD then insert it in your CD-ROM drive. The installer should automatically start. If 

you have downloaded the installation program, then simply double click on it from Windows 

Explorer to run it. The installer file is called ñInstallPedX60.exeò or in the case of HerdKeeper itôs 

ñInstallHerdKeeper50.exeò and for Hawkeye itôs ñInstallHawkeye60.exeò. 

¶ The installer will present you with the license terms and conditions. If you agree with these then 

click on the appropriate button. For purposes of license monitoring, the Software may send some 

information to a central web site during installation. The information sent contains only the 

machine identification, the user's registration number and the product version. 

¶ After installation, when you first run Pedigree Explorer, you will be asked for a registration 

number. This number was supplied either on your emailed receipt or the paper receipt that came 

with your CD. Note the registration number and store it in a safe place as it will be required should 

you require any upgrades or reinstallation. If you do lose it you can email us at 

support@breedmate.com. Note we will need to verify your identity so you need to supply your full 

name, address, phone and approximate date of purchase. Note if you are past your support period 

we may require you to purchase the upgrade before we supply your registration number. 

¶ Technical support is for a period of one year from the date that your original order or upgrade 

order is dispatched. This also includes free upgrades. You can optionally purchase an additional 

two years of support and upgrades at the time of your purchase. 

The installer will normally install the Pedigree Explorer files into a directory called ñ\Program 

Files\Pedx5ò), but the installation directory can be changed by the user. 

 
If you have a previous version of Pedigree Explorer, it will not be 

overwritten. The previous versions of Pedigree Explorer (and 

BreedMate) were installed in separate directory (C:\Program 

Files\Bmate) whereas PedX 6.0 is installed in (C:\Program 

Files\PedX6).  

 

If you are upgrading please note the following: 

¶ A database produced by Version 1.0 to 3.0 inclusive has a BMF extension. It can not be read by 

the current V6.0. You will need to send the BMF files to us for conversion or use the Universal 

Pedigree Converter (UPC) File-Import BreedMate command (do not use File-Open for pre V4.0 

files). The UPC can be downloaded free from . 

¶ If you have a V4.0, 4.1 or 4.6 BMX file then this can be directly converted by V6.0. Once you 

have done the conversion the converted file can then not be read by V4.6 or earlier programs. You 

can however get it back into 4.6 format by exporting from 6.0 as a CSV file then importing into a 

blank 4.6 database. 

mailto:support@breedmate.com


Pedigree Explorer Version 6.0 User Guide 

 4 

3 Getting Started 
This section describes how to get started with Pedigree Explorer (PedX). 

3.1 Starting Pedigree Explorer 

To run PedX just click on Start at the bottom left of your desktop, move cursor above Programs then 

Pedigree Explorer, then click on the Pedigree Explorer as shown in Figure 3.1. 

Figure 3.1 

 

 

A link is also placed on your desktop as shown below. You can start PedX by double clicking on it. 

 

When PedX starts it will automatically open the last file you accessed. PedX can also be started by double 

clicking on any BMX file from Windows Explorer. Note this will open that file using the last installed 

version of PedX so if you install a later demo version then double clicking will cause the file to be opened 

in the demo. The only way to ñfixò this is to rerun the installer for your production version. 

3.2 Registering 

When you first start Pedigree Explorer you will be asked to enter a registration number. Note - if you are 

upgrading you will need a new registration number. 

Figure 3.2 
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Enter the registration number including the dash (but no spaces) and click on the Register button. 

Registration numbers look like 12345-7890123, i.e. two numbers separated by a dash (minus sign). 

 
You can adjust the size and position of PedExôs window. To move 

the window, click in the title bar with the left mouse button and, 

keeping it pressed, drag the window to the desired position and then 

release the button. To resize, position the cursor over the bottom 

corner until it changes to a double headed arrow, then click the left 

mouse button and drag. 

Because this is the first time you are using Pedigree Explorer, you will be asked what type sample database 

and forms you wish to use. The first two options are for non-US users, the last two are for US. The main 

difference between the forms is that the US uses US Letter paper size whereas everyone else uses A4. 

Figure 3.3 

 

Pedigree Explorer will now display a spreadsheet style view showing a sample database. If the file ñdog 

sample data.bmxò (or ñCat sample data.bmxò) is not already open then open it via File-Open. 

We recommend following the tutorial which you can start by hitting the F1 key. It only takes 15 mins to 

work through and will introduce most of the commands you need to get started. The tutorial can be stopped 

at any time and then started again via the Help menu. 

 
Due to a new security feature in Windows, Help files are 

automatically blocked so when you run them you get the message 

ñAction Cancelledò. You can enable the help file by starting 

Windows Explorer (this is not Internet Explorer!!) either by holding 

down the Start key (it usually has a Windows icon on it) and then 

pressing the E key OR right click on youôre my Computer icon and 

select Explore OR click on the Start menu and select Windows 

Explorer. Use the folders on the left pane of Explorer to open up the 

C:\Program Files\PedX6 folder then on the right hand pane, right 

click on the PedX50Help.chm file, select Properties. A dialog 

appears, click on Unblock. 

Most of the discussion that follows will use the sample database. If you want to start your own database 

now, use the File-New Database command and select either DOG, CAT or whatever is appropriate from 

the popup menu or select Browseé to open a dialog to select the template file. 

3.3 Screen Layout 

When PedX starts you get a screen as shown below. The window on the left of the screen is called the 

ñChooser barò. It appears in all views (but you can hide it) and is a fast way of jumping to a table, form or 

other view. The window at the top with the large left and right arrow buttons is the ñBrowser barò. The 

arrows allow you to go quickly to records and views that you previously visited. The large combo box on 

the Browser bar allows different records to be selected as the ñcurrent recordò and the Sire, Dam etc 

buttons allows quick selection of the respective relative. 

The main view is the ñGrid Viewò as shown below ï its useful as it allows you to see data on many records 

at the same time. There is also a ñSingle Viewò which displays data on just one record. The ñRelationsò 
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button will display the Relations view which shows sire, dam, full, sire and dam siblings and offspring 

organised by litter in date order. 

Figure 3.4 

 

3.4 Viewing a Pedigree 

Easy. Just double click on any record in the Grid view, or just select a record then click on any form in the 

Chooser bar. There are text pedigrees under the Reports section of Forms in the Chooser bar. 

3.5 Full Screen Mode 

Hit the F3 key to toggle between normal and full screen mode. Full screen mode gives you more space for 

viewing which is useful in grid view and for pedigrees. 

3.6 Adding/Modifying Data  

After first starting Pedigree Explorer, the Grid View will appear. Modify data as follows: 

¶ Select a cell ï just click on it or use one of the keyboard arrow keys 

¶ Edit a cell start typing, then hit Enter. 

¶ Entering a sire or dam ï click on the drop down list to select from the available records. As you 

type the list will automatically scroll to the closest matching item. The auto-complete feature will 

add the remainder of the text as you type. 

¶ Delete a cell - hit the Delete key. 

Chooser bar Browser bar 
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¶ To select a range of cells, click on the first cell, then holding the Shift key down, click on the 

bottom right hand corner of the range. 

¶ Delete a record - select them and using the Edit-Delete Records command or use the F7 key. 

¶ To add a record, start typing then hit F5 or click on the Add Record button. 

If you donôt like looking at a grid and you just want to concentrate on one entry then switch to the ñSingle 

Viewò by clicking on the Single View button on the Chooser bar. 

It will show one record only but with the fields split into various groups and selectable via tabs as shown 

below: 

Figure 3.5 

 

One of the big differences between Grid View and Single View is that you can directly edit data in the cell, 

whereas Grid View is like a spreadsheet where all the editing goes through a separate edit box. 
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3.7 Switching Between Database and Forms 

The fast way to switch betweens views is to use the Chooser bar or use the Browser bar back arrow to go 

back to the previous view. Clicking on the ñDatabaseò item in the Chooser will switch to Grid view on the 

current table. 

3.8 Starting Your Own Database 

Click on File-New Database. A dialog appears which will list all of the ñtemplatesò available from which 

to construct your database. Usually it will list DOG and CAT and the last item on the menu is Browseé. 

Select whichever item is appropriate. If it isnôt listed then select Browse and use the File Open dialog to 

select the BMT (template file) to use. 

You now have a new database that you can enter records into. When you are ready you can save this 

database using the File-Save Database command ï you will be prompted for a file name. 

3.9 Chooser bar 

Some users donôt like the Chooser bar using up valuable screen real estate on the left of the grid. There are 

two things you can do: 

¶ The width of the Chooser bar can be changed by floating the mouse over the area between Chooser 

bar and Grid then click the mouse and drag and release to resize. 

¶ The icons or images to the left of some text in the Chooser bar can be hidden by using View-

Options and ticking ñHide Chooser bar iconsò. 
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4 Overview 
If youôre a new user it might help to skip this section and just go through the following sections. This 

section has a lot of detail which would be of interest only to someone who has already used PedX. 

The views are database view, forms view and design view. All data is kept in database files, one file per 

breed, e.g. ñgolden.bmxò or ñborders.bmxò. The data can be viewed directly in the database view - it 

appears as a spreadsheet allowing quick scrolling through data. 

In addition there is a separate form view which displays your data according to templates in a forms file. 

There are a number of form files, each specific to the kind of breeding that you do, eg ñDOG 

FORMS50.FMXò, ñCAT FORMS50.FMXò. Within each form file there are many forms, eg ñ4G 

Pedigreeò, ñFamily Treeò. 

The design view allows you to modify the forms, e.g. moving, deleting, and resizing drawing entities. 

4.1 How To 

Using Pedigree Explorer is easy if you remember these hints: 

¶ Enter your pedigree, contacts, show etc data in the Grid View - itôs just like a spreadsheet with one 

row for each entry. 

¶ It is not sufficient to just have an entry appear in a sire or dam field, you must enter a record for every 

ancestor if you wish that ancestor to appear in a pedigree . Note you only have to enter an ancestor 

once, no matter how many different pedigrees it appears in. 

¶ Pedigree Explorer builds up pedigrees by matching the name in a sire or dam field with the name field 

of another record. If the names donôt match then your ancestors will not appear in the pedigree. 

¶ Hit F5 to add a record - the name of the record will be the name in the edit box at the time you hit F5. 

¶ Hit Enter after adding each field - this will also move you on to the next field. 

4.2 Your Data 

All your pedigree data will be stored in Pedigree Explorer database files (these end with ñ.BMXò) and you 

would normally keep one file for each breed, eg if you had Border Collies and Siamese cats then you would 

keep your Border Collie data in a file called ñBORDERS.BMXò and keep your Siamese pedigree data in a 

separate file called ñSIAMESE.BMXò. 

The database files actually store much more than just pedigrees. The files are internally split into ñtablesò 

and each table contains different types of information. The tables in the ñDog Databaseò are listed below: 

¶ Pedigree ï this contains the names of the various entries in alphabetic order and each entry contains 

such data as sire, dam, date of birth, sex etc. 

¶ Contacts ï this contains details about the ownerôs or breederôs name, address, phone, membership 

number, club etc. 

¶ Shows ï this contains information related to show entries and show results. Normally the show entry 

details are filled in first and then used to produce a Show Entry. After the show, the results would be 

added to the relevant fields, eg 1st, 2nd 3rd, Challenge points. A brief list of the fields provided is as 

follows: date, name (of the entry), club, show, judge, grading (result), class entered, 1st place, 2nd 

place, 3rd place, challenge. 

¶ Litters  ï this contains information common to a given litter. The fields provided are a unique litter 

name, total born, number culled / died, number fostered. 

¶ Medical Table - contains medical / worming events. Basically records the animal, the date, condition, 

result, vet (if applicable). 

¶ Heats / Mates ï used for recording the heats and, if applicable, mates. 

¶ Studbook ï used to focus on specific entries. It contains details such as head, bone, conformation and 

photo. 

¶ Hips / Elbows ï used for very detailed information. 
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¶ Choices ï used to store possible values for various fields, eg lists of show titles, colors, countries. This 

is a really fast way of entering commonly used values in any field by using the Navigator, eg Owner, 

Breeder, Sire, Dam, Show Titles, Obedience Titles, Colors. 

¶ Sales / Disposition ï keep a record of puppy sales / leases etc. 

¶ Puppy Records ï keep records on the individual pupôs details such as weekly weight gain, markings, 

time of birth, order of birth 

¶ Reminders ï records the date, name, duration and description of reminders 

¶ Expenses 

¶ Breed Survey ï very detailed information as used by some breeds such as German Shepherds 

¶ Vaccinations ï record all your vaccination information here. It has fields like what type of vaccine, 

the lot#, injection site, reaction 

4.3 How PedX Makes a Pedigree 

Itôs important to understand how PedX actually constructs a pedigree certificate from your data. 

Looking at the pedigree for ñAlmondene Beautys Lassò below, notice that the sire is ñAlmondene Noble 

Jakeò. The dam is not visible in that screen shot but it is ñAlmondene Celtic Beautyò. Notice also that the 

database view in Figure 4.4 also lists these two names in the Sire and Dam fields of the ñAlmondene 

Beautys Lassò record. In fact the pedigree is constructed by looking at the names you have entered in the 

sire and dam fields and then checking if other records exists with matching names. Having found records 

for the parents, PedX then proceeds to lookup the names you entered for their sire and dam and repeats the 

process. This is shown in Figure 5.0 which contains stripped out sections from the database view for the 

entries weôve just discussed. 

Figure 4.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.4 Common Mistakes 

Based on several years of supporting BM, a number of common mistakes have emerged that inexperienced 

users keep making. Here a list of doôs and donôts. 

¶ Always regularly backup your database files to a flash drive or other storage medium other than 

your hard disk. If you keep just one backup you may corrupt it by backing up a faulty file. Making a 

backup is as simple as using the Windows File Explorer to copy your BMX file to a flash drive. 

¶ Only use File-Save Database As when you first create a file, use File-Save to save your data every 

time after that. 

¶ Do not close the form view - if you do then you will not be able to display pedigrees etc. To get 

forms back use File-Open, go to the C:\Program Files\PedX6 folder and open the appropriate FMX 

file (either dog50.fmx, usdog50.fmx, cat50.fmx or uscat50.fmx ï note Hawkeye and Herdkeeper have 

different form file names). 

¶ Show entries will not usually align with the preprinted form - the first time. This is because every 

printer has a different idea of how big the printable area of a page is. To make it align use Forms Edit 

mode to move the fields, if necessary change the printer orientation from landscape to portrait or vice 

versa. 

¶ The ñdefault breedò appears on many pedigrees. Normally all entries in a given file will belong to the 

same breed so rather than having to repeat this information for all entries, PedX provides a default 

breed. Normally you would set this once only. It can be set via the View-Options in the database view. 
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¶ Pictures are entered by going to the database view, clicking in the photo field and selecting Edit-

Insert Picture. Note this just puts the name of the file in the cell. PedX never stores the actual picture. 

Note that you should place all your photo files in a sub-folder called ñPhotosò located in the same 

folder that contains your database file, e.g. if your database file is ñPoodles.bmxò and it is located in a 

folder ñC:\TEMPò then your photos should go in ñC:\TEMP\Photosò. The sub folder name doesnôt 

have to be Photos ï the name can be set by using the Tools-Option command, ñPhoto Pathò. If you do 

not place photos in the designated sub folder then the full path name will appear in the cell, e.g. 

ñC:\TEMP\MyPhotos\Spot.jpgò will appear, but if you placed in your Photos sub folder it would 

appear in the grid as ñSpot.jpgò. 

¶ If a pedigree appears to be missing an ancestor even though the name of the ancestor appears in a sire 

or dam field, it is probably because the ancestor does not have a record of its own (i.e. the ancestor 

does not appear in the name field). 

¶ If asterisks (*) appear in a pedigree form or other form it is because the Expressions for that form 

list fields which don't exist in the database table. Read the Forms Design Manual (last section  of this 

manual) to find out how to edit Expressions. 

Also check the section titles FAQ for more hints. 
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5 Entering Data 
5.1 Navigator 

Sooner or later the Navigator will play a big part in entering your data so weôll discuss it first. 

After youôve played with PedX for a while you will decide either you want to have Navigator there all the 

time or only have it popup as needed. Below is a close up of Navigator when docked to the left side: 

 

Double click 

here to 

ñfloatò the 

Navigator or 

click on it 

and drag to 

the center of 

the screen. 

Click here to 

close it 

Float mouse 

here, then click 

and drag to 

resize 
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It can be floated, i.e. undocked from the main window, by double clicking in its title bar as shown above 

OR simply click on the title bar and drag the Navigator away from the side. 

It can be re-docked by dragging it across to the left or right side of the main window and releasing it. 

The advantage of ñhidingò it is that you get more screen space. You can get it back at any time by doing 

ANY of the following: 

¶ Right click on a cell 

¶ Hit F2 

¶ Hit Ctrl+N 

The Navigator lists matching records for whatever cell you activated it on so if you right clicked on a Sire 

or Dam cell it will list record names from the Pedigree table. Similarly if you activated it on Owner or 

Breeder cells it would list names from the Contacts table. 

The Navigator can also be floated by clicking in itôs title bar and dragging it away from the side of the 

PedX window. When floated it appearance is quite different from when itôs docked as shown below: 

 

In particular note that when floated, it displays a large number of buttons for listing ancestors, siblings etc 

of the ñsubjectò entry (the one that appears in the edit box). These commands still exist when the Navigator 

is docked but they can only be accessed via the menu from the  button. 

Thereôs lots more to discuss about the Navigator but thatôs for a later section. 

5.2 Adding a Record 

Here are some of the ways you can add a record: 
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Note: Any sire or dam name starting 

with # is considered a blank and will not 

be used in constructing pedigrees, e.g. 

when calculating COI. For example use 

#Unknown or #Unregistered. 

1. Type the name of the new entry in the edit box, eg as shown in Figure 5.1 - we typed ñAlmondene 

Cantalpaò. Then click on the Add Record button or hit the F5 key. If the name already exists then a 

new empty record will be created.  

Figure 5.1 

 

 

2. If you are entering littermates then click on one member of the litter in the name field. Modify the 

name field and then hit Shift+F5 (i.e. hold down the SHIFT key then press the F5 button). This has 

the effect of duplicating all the details in the current record but changing the name what was in the 

edit box. 

3. Records can also be added from the Navigator. Just type the name in the edit box and click on the 

Create button. 

5.3 Entering other fields 

Now that you have added a record for your entry you can add the various fields by just typing them then 

hitting Enter after each field. 

However, there are a number of methods which can speed things up. 

1. If the data you want can be seen on the screen, click on the cell containing the data and holding the 

mouse button down drag the mouse up to the empty cell and release the mouse button. The data 

will be dragged and dropped in the cell. 

2. Use copy and paste to transfer data. Click on a cell with the data you want and hit Ctrl+C (that 

means hold the Control key down and type C), then go to the empty sire or dam cell and type 

Ctrl+V. 

3. Use the combo box. If you click in a field like sire or dam then if you click the drop down button 

of the combo box on the toolbar, a list of names appear. Just double click on a list item or click 

once then hit Enter. 

4. Use the Navigator. Just right click on the sire or dam cell (or any linked field such as Owner, 

Breeder). The Navigator will popup if it was hidden and will display the name in the sire/dam cell 

in its edit box and present a list of choices in its list box. Simply select a name form the list (or type 

the name and the list will automatically move to the nearest matching name) then click the insert 

button. A faster way to insert a name from the list is simply to hold down the Shift key and double 

click on a list item. 

5. When entering a file path into a photo field, right click on the field. A File Open dialog appears. 

Select the file you want and click OK. The file path will be entered into the cell. Note you should 

use View-Options to set the location of the default photo folder. 
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5.4 Notes on Field Data 

5.4.1 Entry names 

All entry names must be unique but in the case of some older entries the names are usually very simple, e.g. 

Spot. To make the names unique we recommend the following: 

Á Prefix the name with the name of the owner, e.g. if the owner was Jack Thompson then the name 

Spot becomes ñThompsonôs Spotò. 

Á Suffix the name with the year of birth or any registration number such as VSWDA numbers, e.g. if 

two entries were called Spot and they were born in separate years 1902 and 1912 then they would 

be called ñSpot [1902]ò and ñSpot [1912]ò. 

Á Suffix the name with the registering body or country, e.g. Snag [Italy] or Snag [AKC]. 

Á Suffix the name with the [sire of well known name[, e.g. Brutus [sire of Piraeus All Over Town]. 

5.4.2 Unknown names 

The entry name ñUnknownò (case insensitive so you can also use unknown or UNKNOWN etc) or any 

name beginning with the letter # is treated specially. It is considered to be the same as blank so wonôt be 

counted as a common ancestor and hence affect COI calculations. 

5.4.3 Sex 

The only recommend values for sex are M for male and F for female. If you do wish to include whether 

they are neutered or spayed then add this after the sex, e.g. M- Neutered or F ï Spayed. 

5.4.4 Date of Birth 

All date fields are set to ñautoò format in which case it will use the date format set on your PC. 

For the US the date format is mm/dd/yyyy for most other countries it is dd/mm/yyyy. 

To change the date format you can either leave the format to ñautoò in which case you will have to change 

the date format on your PC or force the date format. These two methods are described below. 

5.4.4.1 Method 1 

To set the date format on your PC first select the Control Panel from your Start menu at the lower left of 

your screen. Then double click on the ñRegional and Language Optionsò icon . 

This brings up the dialog below: 
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The easiest way to change the date format is to click on the combo box and select your country OR you can 

click on the ñCustomizeò button and enter a specific date format. 

5.4.4.2 Method 2 

If you donôt want to change the date format your PC uses then you will need to follow the second option of 

setting a specific date format within BreedMate. First change to the Grid view and click on the Design 

button . A portion of the screen is shown below: 
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Click in the Format cell of the DOB then click on the drop down button and select the specific format you 

want to use. 

Please note the disadvantage of this method is that you will need to find every Date type field and manually 

change its format, e.g. the Date field in the Reminders table. 

5.4.5 Breed 

Generally speaking you donôt need to type anything in the Breed field as most databases are usually for one 

specific breed. To set that ñdefault breedò use the View-Options command. 

The Breed field would only ever be used where there are mixed breeds in the one database as sometimes 

occurs in some cat breeds which are derived from other cat breeds. In this case anything typed into the 

Breed field overrides the ñDefault Breedò. 

5.4.6 Titles, Obedience, Color 

When you create a new database it will come with a brief list of titles etc. which will appear whenever you 

type into the Titles field. If you enter a title which isnôt in the list it will prompt with the following dialog: 

 

If you select ñyesò then it will add the new title to the list. 

The list of Titles, Colors etc can be edited manually by clicking on the large Lookups button under 

Database button in the Chooser bar and select the table for that lookup as shown below: 

 




































































































































































































